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tion was taken as a governmental order, and "at once everyone
began to show great enthusiasm for the word of God and a desire
to enlighten those sitting in the shadow of death." The governors
delivered speeches which sounded like sermons; provosts and may-
ors, captains and officers of the district police successfully spread the
Holy Scriptures and reported on their progress to the authorities
in writing pious letters, which abounded with religious quota-
tions. The Sectarians were under the impression that the govern-
ment was converted to their views. The Molokans hastened to join
the Bible Society and to buy the newly published Bible, while
Labzin's Zion Messenger became a favorite with the sectarian read-
ers. Simultaneously there also appeared new translations of the
works of the Western mystics, Eckartshausen and Jung-Stilling.
Likewise an interest in Russian Evangelical and Spiritual Chris-
tianity was being shown by the upper circles of society. The Molo-
kans and Dukhobors lived far from the capital, and only those who
had an especial motive, like the English and American Quakers,
who in 1817 after an audience with Emperor Alexander I went
immediately to Molochnyia Vody, acquired knowledge of their
doctrines. But the Skoptsy and Khlysty were nearer the center, and
as the dark side of their teachings were unknown to the public,
they were regarded as true representatives of Spiritual Christianity.
Following Conrad Selivanov's release from prison there was al-
ways an unbroken line of carriages m front of his house. People of
high rank and the merchant ckss came to see the leader of the
Skoptsy, and even the Emperor himself, before leaving for the
battle of Austerlitz, visited him. Later it was said in St. Petersburg
that Selivanov had foretold the defeat of the Russian army. Soon
there appeared some imitators of the Russian Sectarians among the
aristocracy. Thus Colonel Tatarinov's widow, who was personally
known to the Emperor, became a frequenter at Selivanov's until
she discovered that he called himself the "Redeemer." After that
a select group of people, who were seeking "to arrive at a con-
sciousness of Truth, and to find the Kingdom of God and his
Verity," met at Mme Tatarinov's home for spiritual discussions
and readings. Among these were Prince Golitsyn and Labzin, sev-
eral generals with their wives, colonels, old and young princesses,
and many who had left Selivanov to ioin her. The meetings soon